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INDIA 


POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF GANDHI FAMILY FIGHT DISCUSSED 
New Delhi INDIA TODAY in English 30 Apr 82 pp 22-31 


[Text] Puss) -cat, pussy-cat, where have vou been? after all, be more intrinsically an Indian 


I ve been to Number Onc to look at the Queen! 
Pussy-cat. pussy-cat, wha! did vou there’ 
I frightened the dowager Queen out of her 
chair’ 

~A CONTEMPORARY RHYME 


HE SCENARIO was swift and 
simister, its imphlcations severe 
and sauncal. and the cast. give 
or take a few intruding male 
dwarfs. stnctly all-female. Dur- 
ga and Kal were nding demons in New 
Delhi last fortmght and, adopung vanous 
garbs. both were fighung for their versions 
of truth and justice. The difference in the 
two deities 1s obvious — but the good Hindu 
would argue that they are both manife- 
stations of the same principle of power 
While Indian culture was getting its initial 
ainng 10.000 miles 


situation that that of an impenous matnarch 
pitted against a wilfully juvenile daughter- 
in-law ” 

Political Implications: In this case. 
however, the matnarch straddles not just an 
ordinary household but more or less the 
entire country. And the rebellious young 
shrew, for all the innocence of her freckled 
face, is the widow of Sanjay Gandhi —a man 
once responsible for derailing Indian demo- 
cracy—the bride, in fact, of a figure heralded 
as India’s future prime munister. 

Such being the allocation of lead roles, 
the episode was worth considerably more 
weightage than an item of mendacious 
gossip; and its political imphcations more 
widely felt than are being properly acknow- 
ledged. Certainly they were not lost on the 
public, ferreting desperately for the latest 





away in London. the 
average Indian had 
good evidence that his 
own culture —politi- 
cal and social —was 
alive and kicking at 
home 

The goings-on of 
last fortnight in the 
capital, concerning 
Pnme Minister Indira 
Gandhi and her dau- 
ghter-in-law Maneka. 
at their simplest and 
therefore most ident. 
fiable level are the 
commonest feature of 
every Indian house- 
hold. what could 


informauon, with government-owned radio 
and television having blacked out the show 
And as one of the two chief antagonist: 
herself put it two days after her dramatx 
departure from! Safdarjung Road: “! think 
I'm the best value for money for the news. 
paper-reading public!” 

Maneka’s remark implies not jusi ap 
awareness of the high drama of her dismissa. 
but also its essential clement of parody 
Because when august and controlled poll- 
ca! leaders, defenders of political faith and 
upholders of public morality, hitch up ther 
saris to scream at each other like harridans 
in a bazaar brawl, when they begin to 
publish. or otherwise plant abusive letiers 
and statements in the national! press, when 
they begin to compare the “different” 
backgrounds they come from or the “physi. 
cal and mental abuse” they are capable of 

inflicting upon cach 


other, then the valus 
of Indian culture the; 
supremely enshrine 
are getting a bit jaded 
And for a wide-eyed 
but appalled pubix 
they come to repre 
sent the dirt it never 
hoped to see or, wor- 
se, even expected to 
exist. 

Succession Strug- 
gle: For all the built- 
in gall and gmmuckry 
of the Mrs Gandh- 
Maneka mudslinging 
contest, it 1s made up 
of equal parts of hila- 
rity and horror, a taste 











Of tarce becoming vicious and venai. All the 
more srous = = «6an ssuc given its 
conteu—India. now mere than before. 
heine considered the “democratic 
monarchy of the Gandhi famuly. It 1s as if. 
pointed out Vinod Mehta in the Sunda: 
Observer “al Stake was the ancestral 
property — india — with the heir in dispute ~ 

For the crux of the matter was political 
succession —Mrs Gandh: style. Given the 
dynastic precedent established by her since 
1975 — the official anoinung, of first one son 
as successor. then choosing his reluctant 
brother after his sudden demuse — Maneka's 
breaking away from the famuly fold was not 
simply the erupuon of a famuly feud. It was. 
and remains. a definite. calculated asseruon 
of political independence. Her final partung 
iS an act of defiance by an aggneved member 
of the ruling family which. throwing demo- 
cratic tradition to the winds has come to 
accept the country as ats personal proper- 
ty and Maneka by getting out—“my mo- 
ther-in-law gave me the marching orders” — 
is only clasming her share 

in other words. being the good busi- 
nesswoman she is, she’s asking for a mayornty 
hoiding im a company that is hable to be 
called Gandhi Inc. In terms of soci! nicety 
this “would mean that. next ume political 
observers ask the question. “After Indira. 
who’ Mrs Gandhi cannot, however ginger- 
ly. prop up Rapv. Because there is a woman 
waiting who believes she’s ahead in the 
queue 

Laconvincing Denials: Not al! of 
Mancka's repeated protestations — carefully 
qualified by the phrase “as of now” —that 
she 1s not a political person, has no pian of 
entering politics and will not head a political 
party can obiterate her act of attending the 
Lucknow convention, a blatantly political 
act. Her subsequent denials can only certify 
her own decision to plan her political future, 
having been unable to do so with her mother- 
in-aw s offeral sanction 

In fact. for a 25-year-old. \who has spent 
the last seven years of her life li ving a dyed- 
in-the-woo! poliucal life, who has been 
continually tuned to a wholly political life- 
style. the break from the source of power 
cannot but be without political mouvation 

lve learnt to survive, that’s ail.” says 

Manek.s flat\y. each ume she us pressed for a 
summationot her years in |, Safdanung Road 
Asked specifically what she learnt from her 
ate husba: d. the young widow who has not 
for 4 munu ¢ lost her composure. her cool wit 
or her c' ill repartees. answers without a 


moment s thought: “From Sanjay | learnt a 
lot. Moxt of all he taught me how to think 
To think for myself, but to think four moves 
ahad ~ 

Sitting casily on a bed wm her renied 


room in a New Deiti motel. or behind the 
vast expanse of a desk m her fourth-floor 
Office from where she runs a trucking 
business. thus 1s obviously no long-suffering 
widow-wilb<hild cnonging under the 


law. The innocent face is hardening: the 
shoulder-length hair falls straight. and the 
accent of her speaking voice is Clipped and 
convenush. supmsing for a girl who oni) 
attended coeducational publc schoo! 
establishments Dressed in cheerful kuric- 
pyjamas she looks nother trapped nor 
oppressed but on top of the situation. 

Lessows Learst: This gir! has learn: 
from the illustnous Gandhis that “suffering 
is a lovely word: they have “suffered” 
hardest for country and kin, and they have 
“sacnificed™ harder. This gir! has learnt {rom 
her husband's family how to quote the 
Bhagavad Gita or some other religious 
scnpture al appropnate moments. She ha: 
learnt from her famous mother-in-law how 
to answer in monosyllables, how to handic 
public meeungs. and how to handiec a tough 
press She knows how to call a press 
conference, whom to pik for imterviews. 
how to release hand-outs. and exactly how to 
dea! out the answers, the compliments and 
the insults. 

Most of all she has learnt how io 
steadfastly deny that she has any politica 
plans exactly when she is in the thock of them 
Like her late husband, and her brother-in- 
law, who both made their debuts at the 
precise moment, she will go on denying tha! 
she is a political person probably ull minuies 
before —if she so chooses — she 18 required to 
file her nomination for an election 

Maneka Gandhi the survivor is. in her 
own phrase, “trying to get her act together 
and ostensibly that includes finding herseli 4 
house to live in—“only the second-mos' 
brave person in this city will rent me a house 
The first-most brave person is me for leaving 
the one | lived in™ —so that she can fend for 
herself and her two-year-old son. 

Declared Assets: This she will do on the 
small income she claims her husband iefi 
her: aS managing director of Rajdhan 
Traders, she leased out trucks to distnbuic 
soft dnnks for Congress(1) tycoon Charanw 
Singh , she is therefore enutied to a compan) 
house and a salary-in-hand of about Rs 








2.700 per month. True. she o “Ss 2 Sms 


house on a large plot wn a prime South Deir £ 
suburb, bul a's too small for her famuly anc s = 
Akbar Ahmed has occupied ut snce Sans) » : 26 34 43] 
ume. and a's awkward to expect him to gue 
oat 493 ‘6 

These are ber declared assets. Yor ™ 
one need shed tears of collect penmes for # aE - 

THE mews of Maneka Gandhi 
gattrg |, Safdarmmg Road 43 3) ~~ 


spread Like wildfire wm the press 


41R and Doordarshan maintained total 
sulence — thanks presumably to freedom of 

the Government media’) (i~nDia TODAY 
comm none, Indian Market Research acioctithto oo 


Bureau (RB) to conduct a poll im mx 


cates to find owl how people have reacted to andh: had dusapproved -onven- 
the nternecine quarrel that has shaken the ede Maneta pond On 
prome minister's household On April 2. a balance, ciectors in Dethi, Bombay 
total of 2.292 wmterviews were conducted im Madras and Bangalore felt that Maneka 
Bombay. Calewta, Det. Madras. was mght to attend the convention 
Bangaiore and Trivandrum The results of Disapproval of her actions was 


the poll surprisingly vowed im the Marxist 
p> ‘(wareness of the ‘Probica’ 


stronghoids of Calcutta and Tnvandrum 


> In the circumstances should Mancka 
have been asked to leave |, Safdarjung 
Road? 





Lachaow « svention? 














~~ 
= 
. 


in ail cotees. there was a clear feehng 
that Manckas acbon m attending the 
Luckeow convenvon had pobtial 


wgmitcance This wew was held more 
strongly m Bombay, Cak ata and Del 
than clsew here 


> is thas the beginning of the Raji vs 
Vanckha battle” 


- 


57 > «lJ 


Ommons vaned across 
Liectors «mm Bombay. Cakutta and 
Tovandrum felt. on belance. that hehund 
ihe curremt uswe lay the Maneka ve Rapy 
tussle Electors mm Delhi (who are closer to 
ihe wene of acuon) beld the opposite 
view in Madras and Bangalore, ews 
were faurly evenly dinded 


> How is Rane doing as «4 politician’ 





Madras aod Tovandrum 
were unable to venture an opmmon. The 
‘20 “ew proportion was. m general. 
tigher among women (and partucularly 
so »n Cakutta and Madras) 


other hand. 
balance 1s »p bus favour In Bombay and 
Madras. opumon is fairly evenly divided 


“Save Mancka fund. nor us she hkely to go 
around with a begging bowl. say erstwhile 
fmends who swear of a fortune she was 


mother. the artful Amteshwar can bail out 
her daughter now from her profits of once 
having been the “nation’s mother-in-law” 
From being the wife of a bumble army 
colonel living in rented accommodation. the 
omce- feared Amteshwar. having acquired 
Safdarjung Road connections 1s said to have 
acquired much else pmme properues 
uncluding a charming bungalow m an 
capensive New Delhi area 

Nol content with bemg 4 magazine 
publisher, Amieshwar went mio 4a 
partnersup with a fnend named Indira 
Dhody m a garment export business that. 
deviously. pressed textile mspectors imto 
wssuing Certificates for export consignments. 
the Shah 


misuse of Mrs Gandhi's name had 
present pnme munister hauled up 
With such antecedents and on such 
rudimentary resources the young widowed 
Mancka. fairly homeless, is expected to eke 
owt ber future—if there are any bebevers 


who will buy ber hard luck story And there 
undoubtedly are In the sin<ity snap poll 
conducted by mDia Topay last week, a 
mayjorniy sympathised with her 











» e bebewng anyitung m ine 
apes! the last fortmght had become « 
cwarre busmess who would have 

tebeved. for mstance the virulent cachanges 

that wok place berween Mrs Gandh. 

Mancika and Manecka’s sist cr Ambuka the 

day she was “thrown out” of Safdarjung 

Road” Who would have bebewed ibe 

wiemperate accusations and counter. 

accusations uniess they appeared wm print” 

Most of all who would bebeve that the pnme 

Mutusicr’s afl. mn stomes circulated Dy UN. 

could put out defences of such mianuk 

mtcihgence that they only implcated the 
prime munister further” 

Accusing Akbar Ahmed. sponsor of the 
Lucknow convenuon. of trying to sabotage 
the Lttar Pradesh Rajya Sabha clecuon 
berng held at the same ume. one such UNI 
report on Apn! 4. accused tum “and his 
frends (of) indulging in a witch-hunt of 
these andes of Mrs Gandhi and alleging that 
they are musicading the prime munister™ 

Witch-hbunt™ says Maneka. her 
eyebrows ckcking up much like wer mother- 
m-law 's used to during the Janata regome at 
the sound of the same word. “tell me. yust tell 
me. how can a 2‘-year-old. sitting mm a hotel 
room. carry oul a wrich-hunt against the 
prime munister and her government” Since 
she refuses all personal press imterviews, 

“\odia’s other Mrs Gandhy” as Newsweed 

called her. only meets the press if they come 

armed with accusavions from the opposing 


camp which she clams she «ill reliably 
refute 

Accesation: As for ber mother-in-law 
accusing her of using “bad language’ or 
behaving wm “an mdiffereni and rude 
manner” Mancka trots out witty but 
harmiess stories of her “irreverence” — stories 
of such mnocent, shoolgiriish fun 
uw « hard to magne « 1% the same 
mund penning the furnous. bitter. nasty 
luttle episties that have checked the prime 
munister on the front page of newspapers 

Other accusations. of her lnks with 
Rashtnya Swyamsewak Sangh (Rss) the Lob 
Dail. with opposition leaders hike HN 
Bahuguna and George Fernandes. are 
answered with the same tone of mocker) 
Mrs Gandhi apples when facing similar 
charges. Of her {mendship with Vasundhara 
Raye. daughter of Bharatiya Janata Party 
(asp) leader Raymata Vyaya Raye Scindia of 
Gwahor. who was imstrumental in the Surve 
sale to iP members. Mancka is apt to turn 
the tables with measured candouwr “Oh 
come on’ she savs kiddingly. “yes 





Vasundhara 1s a close personal [mend But « 
you really want to know she was m and ow! 
of the house long before I mei her She was wm 
tact a inend of Rap» and Soma’s and « 
tarmly {nend ~ 

Maneia’s protagonists —and they are 2 
growing oumber even among the unsung 
public who are cager to show sympathy for 
the underdog daughter -in-las ignomimous- 


ly “thrown out” of her family bome—are 
full of borror stones about the indignities 
heaped upon ber at Safdarjung Road follo- 
wing Sanjay's death. “Even war widows are 
prvileged people in this country,” snaps a 
fnend, recounting instances of how she was 
[a 


Thwarted : Mancka herself has pven the 
press two imstances of how her mother-in- 
law. she says, prevented her from taking up 
an occupation after ber husband's death. Io 
the first. although she was elected president 
of an animal bosital in old Dethi, she was 
asked not to accept the job. Instead, she was 
@ven money from the Sanjay Memonal 


Only partial truths can be uncovered 
from her own story which. like ail political 
tales of woe, has its moments of expediency, 
its artful scheming and synthetic naivete The 
rest must be ifer- 


red of put together 
from her own past 


With widespread 
emotion ranged for 
and against her, Man- 
eka « already an m- 
creasingly politcal 














Tramsformanes | 
It w mot precusely the 
Most convetuent mo- 
ment to recall the fup- 
oving Dul 4/6ays 2m- 
muous teenager eho 
was modelling toweecis 
for a major Dell 
Cloth Mills campaign 
wn 19°4 Of the tran- 
formation that took 
peace once she Mmar- 
ned Sanay “She was 
always a highly wtell- 
gent. sughtly arrogant 
creature, “says a {mend from her ast days at 
xhool in Sanawar, “there seemed even then. 
mo quesbon wm her mund that, lke  Gandhus. 
she was born to rule. Once she murned one 
t became a certaunty “ Almost onmediately 
after her eniry into Safdaryung R oad — Sanjay 
and she were marned m September 1974. 
having met less than a year carber at a 
wedding — she began to acquire ocw fnends 
She hardly saw many of her cousins and 


tarmly members who were too awed by her 
new-iound status, ber immediate farmly of 
mother. younger aster Ambvka and brother 
Voeren she drew closer to hersel/ 

Born in 1956. the eldest of three chuldren 
of Lt-Col TS Anand. a gentic. uninspiring 
army otheer. Manecka’s closes: ally since 
childhood was her headstrong. often ruth- 
iessiy ambitious mother Amteshwar came 
trom a distinguished back ground but carned 
a chip on ber shoulder as the youngest child 
of Sir Datar Singh. a renowned agrculturist, 
later adviser to the Home Ministry. she had 
always felt that she had marned beneath her 
salion 

todowed nesther with the good looks 
ot ber older sister nor with the wealth her 
~rothers were lable te wher as sons. 
Amteshwar never took he mild-mannered 
nushand senously. nor dai her chiidren. She 
yuit her husband to go and teach im a 
hoarding school in Gwahor Bent upon 
making her mark on life. she often tned to 
chalk out an independent course 1.|! Sanjay's 
duscovery of Maneka 

Rapidly Amteshwar patched up her 
rocky marrage and settled to accumulate 
assets In pursuit of thew common penchant 
lor power, the mother-daughter team started 
Serva om late 1976. as thew foray into 
conquering a share of the profitable media 
market. Naturally, there was no «arcity of 
cager advertisers in the beginning 


Tough Style: Mancka was with Sanjay 
throughout the fatal election of 1977. She 
as wilness to ber busband'’s meteorx nse 
at the country’s controls, and she sow saw 
ais ambiuon Gefeated “Sanjay only began to 
care for me after be lost the election,” she u 
sued to have remarked to a fnend later of ber 
carly years of marnage. It was with the onset 


of the Janata Govern- 
ment that Maneka 
tnumphed in her own 
style. showing her 
metic 

Overmght she 
converted Sura into 
a broadsheet of the 
most outrageously 
xurnious varety. 
with salacious etpos- 
ures of Janata politi- 
cans «josthng = with 
loud publx relations 
for the Gandhis As 
a sandal-buster of 
spurious effect. Surie 
despite us Gwindling 
moome, became 5y- 
nonymous euh Man- 
cka's pnvate brand of 
muck-raking It expo- 
sec her aggressive, 
hard-bitten capacity 


for survival mm tough times — another 
characteristx packed up from her busband 
and mother-in-law 's politica) ressbence 
“Sanjay taught me never to lose my 
sense of humour at the most difhcult times.” 
Maneka admuts freely today “Al the worst 
of ures. the day Mrs Gandh: was arrested or 
the day they took him m. we would always 
laugh and joke about u” Some of that 
irarmung paid off by January 1980. when the 
Gandhis were back wm the saddle. and 1 is 
paying off today when |. ¢ i branching out 
on her own 
Parody: As of now. to use ber favourte 
Quali ying phrase. she sees her-role as more 
than that of contunuing nuisance value to 
Mrs Gandh and her government. As Arun 
Shoune has powted out m the Indian Ex- 
press “For tne moment Maneka has to do 
tthe. If the recent past 1 any guide. Mrs 
Gandhi will transform the little into a lot 
When some unfortu- 
nate girl % next burnt 
for dowry. Maneka will 
just have to vise the 
berea ved parents, 


she'l\ pust have to walk 











over to the neat Han- 
aM Carnage to drama- 
use the Mate of le 
and order m Mrs 
Gand s india and to 
necdike Mri Gandy 
mio sometheng rash 
She'll pust have to vest 
the ste of the ocat 
train accent 0 pun- 
<ture the clam of 
cfhorncy Maneka 
van sngiehanded and 
alone reduce many of 
Mrs Gandts san- 
dard ploys mito a 
paracy 

That she sees the 
paraly of the situa- 
von and uses the word 


frequently herself s mdxation enough of 
what ber ommedute rok will be Asked 
“here she thinks she well go from here 
Mancha (cmics. half wm dermon and half 
sel-deprecation “Where do you think | can 
go” Akbar Ahmed. her present backer who 
has ied the revolt wath her. msists that 
Maneka and he require no ammunition for 
thew ummediate politica! progress Speaking 
to journahsts munutes before she came out 
to address the convention m Lucknow. 
Ahmed sand “Sanpay Started owt with |! 
MLAs. he had nobody wah bum. I don't 
even require those ~ 

Says a fence-sitteng Congress(l) MP. a 
lormer member of Sanjay 's brigade. who has 
just seen hght “Who knows’ Maybe she'll 
find a Dump, in every Mate” Like several 


other members of the Sanjay gang. he is 
wlently eateng hus heart oul. having made 
pubix tus censure of Maneka's move th- 
rough one of the customary statements thai 
are floading newspaper offices these days 
Silence. after the mmetial condemnation. m 
fact. has come to wmvade the rank of Cong- 
ress(!) politicians 

Future Moves: Having made the fire 
move the first. that m. of the four tha! 
Sanja) taught her to plan as advance sira- 
tegy — Mancka will only pomt to the ring 
pole of dasly mai! that accrues on her desk 
it cannot be sand. whatever her political 
future may amount to. thai her first move 
was vi-tmed of faulty Months after her 
husband's death when one of Khushwant 
Singh » posubly harmiess bul picturesque 
capresmons comparing ber to Durga astride 
a toger swelled into a “draft-Maneka- 
drama there was no follow-up by ber 


the Saldaryung Road barrack to-umg and 


fammly member. Arun Nehru. in fact. her 
fate wa: sealed temporanly when « turned 


oul thal she was underage by a few months — 
to stand for the Ameth seat left vacant 


other pohucal smecure, bke the presdent- 
stp of the Youth Congress(l). has only 
recently been proved true m one of & 
absurd statements apparently emanatm 
from the prime munister’s house. though ;° 
atinbutes to Maneka and ber mother 
For one who shared the Sanjay manu 
of glory tnmmed eth ignomuny. «i 
parucipated actively im all pobtucs of t& 
Sanjay cra. who partook of the farmuly 
poltscal decmons. who actually made te 
crucial telephone call to Arun Nehru zsh iny 
tm df he would like to be an “MP 


OT for a single mumute since 
crashed wm the Pitts aurcraft that Jum 
morning of | 980 has Maneka stoppec 


agains 
Rayy and tus wih 
from the ume of he 
marnage 
The two brother 
had never been pary 
cularly close m recer 
years. and with Sa 
pay 8 growing involv 
ment wm poltecs. ha 
drifted apart to th 











somstup DorJered on the Matant!) antage 
nisin. both Nemng creaturcs of totally dle 
ing enw ues 

Watktung Raps s fahernng entry = 
powles. Gulc bierally wmto the seat ix 
husmand hed ott empty. seesng Sanjss 
poutcal aloes Deeng siow!, adestepped am 
m tact a comsous de-S.ayyhicavon ult 
piace om the party. Mancka fek the ume he 
came to act In recent months she had com 
to compare. more and more vociferous) 
the glaring!) different operating styles of i 
brothers 

Worse sull. she bebeved her nother o 
ae. wrlhoul Satyay a8 2 constant check an 
conhdante «as lowng her grip on party am 
government aflaurs “Sangay's whole stv 
was to utete and rule Hes loyahets remame 


joval— Mummy ean- 
ts to divide and rule. 
pu people against 
each other. rule thro 
ugh dumeves what 
cise can she cxipect bul 
total duarray”™ she 
‘old a [mend late last 
year 
At Loggerbeads: 
The dusparty and dif- 
fermg quality of iea- 
derstay #as ewdent 
witsn the household 
Mrs Gandtu'’s trade 
vonal adveers and 
Vs oew Oe 
sceme.’ perpetually at 
ggerteads On one 
wide were trusted an- 
oon bke RK. Dha- 
wan acd Dburendra 
Brahmachari, o@ the 
other Arun Nebru 
and MIL Fotedar 
Thew styles were dd. 
feremt. the conlumons 
une) bred together drs- 
aswous Each was trying to owst the other 
and Rapy seemed to have Go capacuy to 
streamline them into a team as Sanjey had 
Maneka had made up her mund long 
ago «She was wmply looking for an 
opportune moment For mooths the whole 
wenano was carefully beng planned with 
the few fmends she could trust. The Suvye 
wale was carefully demgned as the fru 
embarrassment. followed by the Lucknow 
coovenvon The pome quater walked 
siraght ito both traps. Maneka was also 


expectng ber Guemessel When « came. 
proved—as she had umagned-as even 
greater embarrassment for her mother-in- 
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10d protestavons no euhstanding, it 1s a 
Gordian kno: that cannot but form the 
centre-prece in (uc grotesque famuly drama 
beang played out before a huge and expectant 
andience. Ai this stage of Mre Gandhi's 
career, even her saivest supporters cannot 
deny the fat that the prime munister will 
not setiie for anything less than dynastic rule 

She 1s utterly, f erroneously, convinced 
thet only the Nehru famuly ca. cule thus vast 








country effectively 
Nehru's legacy to her 
must be passed on to 
her progeny. Al one 
Mage. the anomted 
crown prince was San- 
pay and all the fawning 
courtiers paid tum the 


With bus passing, the 
mantic has fallen on 
another pilot who 
wears t with uncom. 
fortable grace 


if Rapv had been 


anythung lke Sanjay. 
a w obvious that 


acquire 
added significance if 
only because of its 
Omung Rapy is cur- 
rently trapped m «a 




















dilemma. He has the power and the blessings 
of tus mother, but lacks the grit, recklessness 
and domunating nature that appears 
essential to being accepted in a party as hair- 
trigger tense as the ruling party. 

Wretched State: Against that 
background, Maneka’s defiance, and the 
skeletons she is capable of unearthing. 
whether real or imagined, threaten to do 


against — Mrs Gandhi. It is a wretched state 
of affairs that allows a family squabble to 
cast aspersions on the ability of a pnme 
munister to govern a country. It is worse 
when dirty linen washed in public passes for 
affairs of state. Yet. ut 1s hardly surpnsing, 
for 1m no uncertain terms has Mrs Gandhi 
determuned that the future of the country is 
interwoven with her future and that of her 
progeny. and that all imsttuuions and 
traditions in India must subserve that 
cardina! pnocipk. 

If the Maneka affair is to be restrained as 
a nine-day wonder, then clearly the tume has 
come for strong departures, for bold moves 
that will put instituuons mght, set parties on 
wholesome political tradiuons and give steel 
to instututions ruthlessly worn to pulp. It is 
by no means an casy task. Nor will it be 
popular in a system which has been bullied. 
cajoled and pushed into the groove in which 
it mow moves. falteringly and even 
ineffectively. It is the stuff which gives family 
affairs precedence over national affairs. gives 
substance to gossip and be littles the siatute o! 
democratic governance. —SUNIL SETHI 
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{Interview with Abang Abu Bakar Dato" Bandar Abang Haji Mustapha, defense 
minister, by Zara Dian and Thana Sabaratnam; date and place not given] 


[Text ] 


ASIAN DEFENCE JOURNAL conducted an exclusive interview with 


Malaysia's Defence Minister, Abang Abu Bakar Dato’ Bandar Abang Haji 
Mustapha who provided some insight into Malaysia’s defence plans and 


projected expansion of the armed forces. 


Though not elaborate on questions of policy, the answers give an over- 
all picture of the country’s defence stance on a regional basis, targets for 
the military build-up with new weapons and infrastructure and measures 
to peg ‘loopholes’ in the procedure of issuing tenders. 

Questions touched on the purchase of new strike aircraft, problems of 
avoiding ‘scandals’ in the purchase and maintenance of costly defence 
equipment and the preparedness of the armed forces. 


Question A; Finding sources of 
supplies and equipment for the 
armed forces has become a touchy 
public issue lately. Can we ask once 
again whether there has been a 
clear cut policy by the Malaysian 
Government to totally ban pur- 
chase of defence products from Bri- 
tain even if it is competitively 
priced and qualititively designed 
and manufactured. 

Answer: Preparing for a coun- 
try’s defence has never been a sim- 
ple task. Acquisition of supplies 
and equipment involves much study 
and discussion and above all it de- 
mands large amounts of financial 
resources. It is therefore inevitable 
that the public should show con- 
cern for the subject. 

This interest by the public is 
certainly a healthy sign but one 
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should not ignore the need to ba- 
lance the extent the public should 
be informed and the more impor- 
tant need to maintain the secrecy 
of certain vital military aspects of 
defence plans and equipment pur- 
chases. 

Let me assure you, however, that 
in acquiring any defence equipment 
the government makes detailed 
studies of its needs with the na- 
tional interest paramount in mind. 

Relating to your more direct 
question on British equipment, | 
am not aware that there is any 
policy to ban the purchase of Bri- 
tish defence products. What the 
Prime Minister has directed is that 
any decision to buy British pro- 
ducts should be referred to his 
Department and that other accep- 
table products from other countries 











should be submitted together for its 
consideration. This, by no means 
implies that British defence pro- 
ducts are banned. In any defence 
purchases, the best equipment for 
the job within our means will 
always be considered. 

There are in fact quite substan- 
tial British equipment and weapons 
already being purchased. 

B: Iam aware that ASEAN in 
the immediate future will not de- 
velop into a regional military pact; 
but, is it not possible to foresee a 
common regional approach, how- 
ever informal or remote, in terms: of 
security arrangement and defence 
Strategy - especially as the region 
is rich in natura: resources and very 
strategically located. 

Answer: There is no doubt that 
the ASEAN region is very impor- 
tant today, both due to its strategic 
location and its natural resources. 
Precisely because of the later factor 
countries in the region need to live 


peacefully and be able to develop 
their economies. It is because of 
this objective too that Asean should 
continue to be a political and eco- 
nomic grouping and not a military 


one. ASEAN is certainly aware of 
Superpowers’ interest in the region 
and it is precisely for this reason 
that Asean has collectively adopted 


a common diplomatic and political 
approach to discourage Superpo- 
wers’ conflicts in the region. 

ASEAN and Malaysia, in particu- 
lar, firmly believe that the concept 
of ZOPFAN (Zone of Peace, Free- 
dom and Neutrality) is the best 
means of achieving stability, and 
security in the region. Defence 
planning should best be left to the 
individual countries of ASEAN to 
draw up for themselves, though 
this does not preclude bilateral dis- 
cussion on matters of common 
secunity interest. 

For example, while Malaysian de- 
fence planning is entirely a Malay- 
sian affair, under the framework of 
the General Border Agreement with 
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Indonesia and Thailand, Malaysia 
has held bilateral discussions and 
combined exercises with both coun- 
tries. This is the kind of arrange 
ment which we would like to con- 
tinue. 

Exchange of intelligence on a 
multi-lateral basis between ASEAN 
countries has long been practiced. 
That arrangement too will con- 
tinue. 

C: One of the common failures 
among the Third World countries in 
buying sophisticated equipment is 
maintenance and repairs to keep 
them serviceable. A typical example 
is the Iranian experience. Can the 
citizens in this country be reassured 
that we will not repeat the mistake, 
otherwise ending-up with white ele- 
phants and public scandals? 

Answer: We are fully aware of 
the problems associated with the 
maintenance of sophisticated equip- 
ment and the experience and pro- 
blems of Third World countries. 
Sophistication, however, does not 
necessarily imply difficulty in main- 
tenance; on the contrary modern 
technology has in many ways sim- 
plified this. 

Advancement in electronics for 
an example has enabled us to carry 
out less maintenance of electronic 
equipment. By simply changing a 
printed circuit board (module) for 
example, an equipment can readily 
become serviceable and operational 
again. It is admitted that equipment 
with modern technology will re- 
quire a larger initial outlay but the 
simplicity in maintenance will in 
the long run reduce the life cycle 
cost of the equipment. 

Moreover, sophistication is rela- 
tive. We have purchased and main- 
tained supersonic aircraft, modern 
missile ships and armoured per- 
sonnel carriers (APC) for several 
years now and as we advance in 
our knowledge and experience, it is 
a natural move to buy a piece of 
equipment which is of higher tech- 
nology and more cost effective. 

Let me assure you that in the 








acquisition of any new equipment, 
training of maintenance personnel 
and transfer of technology are 
always part of the package deal. 

We are thinking further ahead. 
We have begun to assemble equip- 
ment in the country and are now 
planning to set up manufacturing 
facilities especially spares to ensure 
that to the best of our ability 
equipment purchased will continue 
to be functional and operational. 

The Government is considering 
the setting up of a more elaborate 
defence industry in the country. In 
fact the Ministry of Defence has 
put up a working paper setting out 
the framework to put this project 
into effect. 

The working paper has been cir- 
culated to the relevant Ministries. 
We have received their comments 
and these have now been presented 
to the Cabinet for final considera- 
tion and decision. 


D: One important question in 
the public mind is the subject of 
cost over-run because of delay in 
decision-making, delay in awarding 
tenders, delay in implementing pro- 
jects or simply but significantly be- 
cause contractors deliberately un- 
der-price their quotations just to 
win Mindef (Ministry of Defence) 
tenders. Are there positive steps 
being taken to avoid past mistakes? 
Are there measures to penalise who- 
ever is responsible for such cost 
over-run? 


Answer: We are fully conscious 
of the effect of cost not only be- 
cause of the interest shown by the 
public but also its effect on the 
overall programme budgeted in the 
Fourth-Malaysia Plan. Cost over-run 
however can be caused by a number 
of reasons - inflation and increasing 
research and development cost are 
a few of them. Delays in decision 
making only help to compound it. 

Additionally cost over-run is 
caused by sheer underestimation of 
projects at project conceptualisa- 
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tion stage. I have to admit that 
certain equipment are new to us re- 
sulting in initial costing being gross- 
ly underestimated. 

Costly re-adjustments have to be 
made by the time the project is 
launched. Quicker or faster delivery 
time of equipment or completion 
of a building will invariably also 
push up the price. 

Where cost over-run is due to in- 
dividual’s action, and if they are 
found to be involved and proof is 
available, the Ministry will take 
necessary disciplinary action. But 
for positive remedial action indivi- 
duals who man the various sub- 
systems have to be trained, develop- 
ed, rewarded, or punished. This you 
will realise will take some time. 

This system has also made it 
possible for deliberate under pri- 
cing by contractors to be detected 
faster. We are aware that many pro- 
jects are new to us and to those 
who manage and award tenders. 
Thus, we cannot guarantee the sys- 
tem is fool-proof. We are confident 
however that those concerned in 
the Ministry of Defence and Minis- 
try of Finance are continuously 
introducing and testing new ideas 
to improve the tendering -nd pro- 
curement systems. 

E: Could we have some of the 
highlights of the current planned 
expansion and the significance 
placed in building up the armed 
forces in relation to the regional 
and national defence goals? 

Answer: Briefly, the purchase of 
new equipment or weapons systems 
of greater sophistication than those 
we have now in our inventory are 
the highlights of the expansion. 
Purchase of armoured vehicles, new 
ships such as Corvettes, Mine- 
hunters and combat fighter aircraft 
are key projects in our planned ex- 
pansion. 

Our expansion is considered to 
be a balanced one and each service 
has been authorised to develop to 
meet its specific goals, in harmony 











with the armed forces’ total plan. 
In this respect, the increase in size 
and its associated technical and do- 
mestic accommodation or camps re- 
quired are major programmes for us 
and are accorded special attention 
in their implementation. 

Facilities development and ex- 
pansion are given top prionty in 
support of the weapon acquisition. 
No less important is the attention 
given to training of skilled and pro- 
fessional personnel and the upgrad- 
ing or expansion of our training 
facilities. 

The government has allocated 
7.2 billion Ringgit (US$1 = 2.28 
Malaysian Ringgit) for this expan- 
sian programme. I consider this a 
major increase from the previous 
Plan. Taking into consideration the 
new and modern equipment and 
their logistical and maintenance 
support requirements and _ prices 
under high rate of inflation, this 


sum is not large in relation to re- 
quirements. Taking note of this 
constraint, we are taking steps to 
optimise the use of this allocation 
and to ensure that the optimum 


number of projects can be comple- 
ted. 


‘SHORT OF ENGINEERS’ 


Expansion of the armed forces 
has been satisfactory. However, to 
be frank, I am not very happy at 
the rate accommodation facilities 
are being put up. This is not our 
fault; it is not because we have no 
money. It is because we are short of 
engineers. We are short of this high- 
ly skilled manpower. 


And because of this shortage, our 
programme is slightly delayed as far 
as accommodation and barracks are 
concerned. 

Overall we are about halfway in 
what we have to spend. But for last 
year we are quite satisfied with our 
implementation programme, be- 
cause most of the development pro- 
jects were carried out on schedule. 
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Now we have various task forces 
to assist in implementing these pro- 
jects. Besides those in the Minis- 
try of Defence, we also have a spe- 
cial committee with high-powered 
members from the Treasury, the 
Economic Planning Unit, the Imple- 
mentation Coordination Unit, the 
Public Services Department as well 
as those respective military and 
civilian heads of MINDEF. I chair 
this committee. Decisions can be 
made on the spot so that there is 
no hold up in the implementation 
of our projects. 

For the end of this period of ex- 
pansion - we are thinking in terms 
of 1985 - we should be all right. 
We would have all the planned com- 
plements. 

F: What factors have motivated 
the Forces enlargement, as stated 
in the press by the Defence Minis- 
try officials? Would Malaysia adopt 
a new defence policy to put the na- 
tion's Army, Air Force and Navy 
on a more vigorous footing in line 
with meeting any untoward exter- 
nal threat? 

Answer: Several factors have mo- 
tivated the defence forces expan- 
sion, not least is the recent political 
and military developments in Indo- 
China. The region is fast becoming 
involved in the Sino-Soviet rivalry 
and the possibility, however remote 
that it might spill over beyond the 
confines of its present limit is al- 
ways there. It is always good policy 
to buy some form of defence in- 
surance. 

You might like to note that in 
the past, Malaysia relied heavily on 
foreign assistance for her defence. 
Since the British withdrawal in the 
early 1970's, Malaysia has adopted 
a policy of self-reliance in defence. 
It is appropriate that Malaysia takes 
the necessary steps to enlarge and 
strengthen her defence forces in 
line with the current situation. 

The change in emphasis from 
counter insurgency to conventional 











forces and the CTs could be made 
to appear serious to the public, 
though they may in fact not be the 
case. 

The CTs will continue their tac- 
tics of harrassing security forces 
from time to time as a means to 
boost up their inorale and also to 
show to the general population that 
they still exist. The situation is 
however well under control. 

H: The government had early 
this year made known plans to 
build up the armed forces near the 
Thai border areas, with the addition 
of another army division. How far 
have plans gone ahead to bolster 
the ground forces in the areas? 

Answer: The plan is progressing 
well, but I am afraid I cannot tell 
you more. 

[: Touching on proposed plans 
by the Malaysian government to 
purchase strike aircraft, the tactical 
jet fighter, Vought A-7 Corsair is 
one type being considered, follow- 
ing the lifting of the ban on its sale 
to Malaysia by the Reagan Adminis- 
tration. 


warfare within our environment is 
not really geared to any hypothe 
tical offensive from the north. The 
armed forces need both capabili- 
ties; we have not been giving pri- 
ority to the conventional aspect in 
the past and are now trying to 
make up for it. 

G: Three clashes between the 
Malaysian army and the guerilla 
forces of the Communist Party 
of Malaya were reported along the 
Thai-Malaysia border late last year, 
according to the ‘Far Eastern Eco- 
nomic Review’. The Perak State 
Security Committee feels that the 
Communist terrorists (CTs) have 
intensified activities in the south- 
ern Thailand salient. How serious 
is the danger of these skirmishes 
to the security of the country as 
the Communists appear to be re- 
gaining strength along the border? 

Answer: The Communist terro- 
rists in the border areas are believed 
to be still attempting to return to 
their respective operational areas to 
reconsolidate their organisation af- 
ter being chased out of the area by 





Malaysia - Thai security forces. 
Their activities so far can generally 
be considered as mainly confined to 
the collection of supplies, subscrip. 
tion and recruitment. 

The recent spate of attacks on 
our border security posts in Kroh is 
believed to be part of the CTs at- 
tempts to boost their low morale 
particularly within their ranks. We 
do not consider these skirmishes to 
be an indication that the CTs are 
gaining in strength; on the contrary 
intelligence reports indicate that 
the strength of the various CTs’ 
units is depleting due to desertions 
and surrenders especially following 
the Government's disclosure of the 
surrender of former Malayan Com- 
munist Party Chairman, Musa 
Ahmad. 

However, today with modern 
mass communications including TV 
anv small clash between the armed 
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A team lead by the Royal Malay- 
sian Air Force Chief, went on a 
fact-finding mission to the United 
States to evaluate the aircraft. Have 
recommendations been made by 
the team to the government on the 
A-7 Corsair? 

Answer: The team which made 
the visit to USA was headed by 
Chief of the Royal Malaysian Air 
Force Lt Gen. (Air) Dato Mohd. 
Taib and for your information they 
evaluated the A-7 Corsair and 
several other aircrafts as well. 

The evaluation report has since 
been submitted to the Ministry and 
is being studied in conjunction with 
A4 Skyhawk before a decision is 
made. You will realise other consi- 
derations such as infrastructural 
requirements, maintenance, the 
kind of functions which the aircraft 
is to be employed will also have to 
be taken into account. 











We have already bought outright 
the cocoons for the original Sky- 
hawks - which have been paid for. 

The decision awaited for now is 
whether we are going to buy the 
Vought A-7 or refurbish our Sky- 
hawks. 

In the choice of fighter aircraft 
we have to tailor our requirements 
and our needs to what we can af- 
ford. I think it would be a sin to 
buy planes which we cannot afford. 
What’s the use of buying 100 F-18 
or A-7s or other futuristic planes, if 
we have to ‘gadai’ (pawn) our coun- 
try; 1 am not for it. 

If there is going to be a Third 
World War, it is going to be a push- 
button type of warfare, so what- 
ever budget we allocate may not be 
adequate. 

What we are aiming for is to be 
able to stand on our own feet to 
the kind of threat which might 
occur to our country. 

J: Malaysian Government plans 
to purchase medium weight battle 
tanks have been held up by West 
German authorities, due to the 
stringent arms export policy in that 
country. How far has a decision 
heen delayed and what other 
sources has the government consi- 
dered for the purchase of tanks? 

Answer: The Malaysian Govern- 
ment has examined several tanks 
produced by a number of countries 
and it is true that it is now seriously 
considering the purchase of West 
German tanks. However, if the pur- 
chase of the German tanks does not 
materialise, the Government will 
have to look at alternative sources. 

K: New arrangements have been 
introduced into the tendering sys- 
tem for arms purchase to cut out 
alleged ‘foul play’ in the transac- 
tions for these items, according to 
the Secrc iry-General of the De- 
fence Ministry, Tan Sri Mohamed 
Yusof bin Abdul Rahman. 

How effective would this be to 


check ‘foul play’ and what are the 
levels of decision-making in the 
process of placing orders? 

Answer: The procedure for pro- 
cessing tenders, which the Govern- 
ment is currently adopting, is based 
on an element of objectivity incor- 
porating a check-and-balance sys- 
tem to ensure unbiassed decisions. 
This is secured through the involve- 
ment of a number of Government 
agencies in the examination of the 
various issues at the different stages 
before making a final decision. 
There is no where along the line 
that an individual is permitted to 
exert any influence on the evalua- 
tion process whether it refers to 
technical, financial, or other con- 
tractual considerations. To come 
up with the most cost effective 
purchases, the Government conti- 
nuously emphasizes the importance 
of assessing every tender on an 
equal-footing basis to ensure fair- 
ness to all parties concerned. 

For example, the technical assess- 
ment is carried out by professional 
military officers either from the 
Army, Navy or Air Force as the 
case may be depending on the na- 
ture of equipment or project under 
consideration. The technical assess- 
ment report is then reviewed by a 
separate committee consisting of 
expertise from the Ministry of De- 
fence and/or the Ministry of 
Finance. It is not uncommon that 
these two organisations are assis- 
ted by expertise from other govern- 
ment professional organisations 
such as SIRIM and the Chemistry 
Department. This Committee will 
then forward its views to the Minis- 
try of Defence, Ministry of Finance 
and in some cases to the Prime 
Minister's Department where the 
matter will be further considered 
by various tender boards whose 
members are drawn from appro- 
priate disciplines. Membership of 
these tender boards is not neces- 
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sarily confined to the Client Minis- 
try but in many cases is also drawn 
from an independent organisation 
which has nothing to do with the 
project at all. Even the tender 
board recommendations have to 
be referred to a higher forum 
comprising different sets of offi- 
cers and individuals for a final 
decision. Where the purchase is 
very large or sensitive, the matter 
is even referred to the Cabinet 
for a final decision. 

From the above, it is clear that 
the procurement process involves 
at least four independent but com- 
plementary levels ensuring that 
the final decision is reflective of 
an aggregate opinion and not that 
of an individual.’ 
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[Text ] 





alaysia’s armed forces are in the midst of an unprecedented phase of 


Mans: in manpower and renewal of military weapons of the 
latest sophisticated types. The army, navy and air force are being enlarged 
and the country is acquiring weapons systems which could be a match for 
adversaries in the event of hostilities in future. 


The programme to upgrade the 
defence forces in terms of man- 
power training and weaponry in- 
volves a massive sum of about 7.2 
billion ringgit (US$1 = 2.28 ringgit) 
allocated by the government and 
covers the period up to 1985. 

It is high time for Malaysia to 
revamp its defence potentials, to 
strengthen the core of its combat 
capabilities to be among the milita- 
rily progressive countries in this age 
of electronic warfare, where per- 
sonnel alone cannot fight a war, but 
their technical skills must be geared 
to latest weapons 

liowever, for Malaysia the overall 
defence objective is to be able to 
strike back at any external intru- 
sion or attack, and maintain acom- 
petent defence force in a state of 
preparedness 

Besides, the country is also keen 
to equip its arsenal with advanced 
weapons, to do away with outdated 
methods and equipment and bolster 
its strike power from the ground, 
the sea and air 


Compared to other countnes in 
\sean, Malaysia has some catching 
up to do where the purchase of 
strike aircraft, missiles or ground 
weapons are concerned. Even Singa- 
pore which is the smallest of the 
Asean countries has already acquir- 
ed better strike power equipment 
in the form of light tanks and air. 
craft 


Malaysia is undergoing a trans: 


tional period in its strategic plann- 
ing, from guerilla warfare to its 
current stress on conventional war- 
fare. After a long period of fighting 
the terrorists in the jungics for 
which the strategy was to rely on 
artillery or ground weapons, per- 
sonnel and communications, the 
defence planning now has taken on 


a very much larger scope. 

The fundamental change in po- 
licy with the almost complete de- 
feat of the Communist guerilla 
terrorists has been to take stock of 
the whole arena of national defence 
to counter external threats with 
conventional warfare methods. 

The purchase of latest suitable 
ground, naval or air defence equip- 
ment were not given much empha- 
sis during the period of guerilla 
warfare. 

However in the last four or five 
years, defence planning has taken a 
bold step forward, albeit later then 
some of the other regional count- 
ries. Outmoded weapons are being 
replaced and up-to-date defence 
equipment are being acquired and 
complemented bv well-trained mili- 
tary personnel. 

The urgency for these conven- 
tional type weapons was necessita- 
ted by the uncertain and ‘hostile’ 
posture posed by Vietnam, which 
has become a pawn to the expan- 
sionist policies of the Soviet Union. 
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Vietnam in fact represents the 
most urgent external threat to the 
Asean countnmes which are its 
closest ncighrowrs and since the 
fall of Sagun with the withdrawal 
of US troops and the takeover of 
Kampuchea by the Vietnamese 
backed government, Malaysia and 
the other Asean countries have 
veen feeling unsafe, and fear the 
long-term designs of the Soviet 
Union to over-tun the regional 
countries, using Vietnam as the 
hase, 


The alternative for the five na- 
tions has been to build up their 
armaments and defence capabilities, 
wiuch the five nations are currently 
doing. 

There has been some military as 
well as non-military collaboration 
among the five ASEAN countries — 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, 
Singapore and Thailand. 

By the end of 1983, Malaysia's 
armed forces would be equipped 
with better fire power and military 
hardware, including possibly the 
A-4 Skyhawks frora the US, light 
tanks from Britain, and a selection 
of naval missik-carrying strike 
craft. 


Also being considered are the Su- 
per Sidewinder air-to-air missiles, 
medium battle tanks, Aviocar air- 
craft, frigate, helicopters and seve- 
ral other military equipment. 

The government has concluded 
deals for 44 Pilatus PC-7 trainer air- 
craft to replace the aging Bulldogs 
at present in service. 

For the army, medium battle 
tanks from Germany have been 
singled out and the British-made 
Scorpion light tanks are already on 
order. The Armoured vehicles and 
tanks would be bought in ‘families’ 
of six wheelers and four wheelers 
and include armoured personnel 
carners, recovery vehicles and am- 
bulances. 
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An agreement has been signed 
with BN Construction Ferroviares 
et Mettalliques of Belgium for the 
purchase of 165 Sibmas armoured 
fire support vehicles (FSV). The 
deal signed in Kuala Lumpur in 
November last year is expected to 
cost at the rate of about M$1.4 
million each and delivery would be 
made next year. 

Various models of armoured 
fighting vehicles were tested in the 
last four years including the Pan- 
hard, Mowag, Saviem, Creusot 
Loire and Engesa for the multi- 
million dollar contract. 

However, when the government 
decision was made known on the 
choice of Sibmas, other manufac- 
turers claimed unfairness and even 
‘foul play’ in the tender exercise. 
They said the Sibmas was a proto- 
type which had never been in full 
production. 

The uproar by the manufacturers 
is believed to have prompted the 
Treasury to reopen the tenders on 
an equal basis for all the original 
bidders. 

And the Deputy Defence Minis- 

ter, Abang Abu Bakar said in Par- 
liament that the question of the 
Sibmas being a prototype ‘does not 
arise’. 
When the tender was however re- 
issued, the other manufacturers’ 
demand that the technical require- 
ments be spelt out was found to be 
over-filled, but only the Sibmas 
fitted the specifications called for. 

Agents who attended the Trea- 
sury meeting again complained that 
the tender specifications were made 
to suit the Sibmas. 

But the Armed Forces Deputy 
Chief, Gen. Tan Sri Zain Hashim 
has said that careful study is made 
before the purchase of any equip- 
ment for the army as it is a serious 
matter and involves billions of 
dollars. Weapons bought must be 
found to be suitable for the coun- 


try. 























He said in the process of buying 
new weapons for the Infantry Bri- 
gade several types would be studied. 
Gen. Zain said the army's switch to 
new weapons would give it a ‘new 
look’ when all the latest and sophis- 


ticated equipment are acquired 
under its expansion plans. 


The Cavalry Corps would be well 
equipped soon with modern tanks. 
The Artillery Corps would be 
equipped with new longer-range 
howitzers, to augment the present 
series of 105 mm howitzers. 

It is believed that 115 mm howit- 
zers would be acquired, which have 
a comparatively longer renge of 39 
kilometres or 24.4 miles. 

Army personnel have been in 
training io handle the new weapons 
and trainers have been sent overseas 
to familiarise themselves with the 
sophisticated hardware. 

Training has been tailored to 
adapt the three services of the 
forces to conventional warfare 
methods. 

Part of the training was provided 
in such exercises as the ‘Gonzales 
XIII" held at the end of November 
last year, where a new approach 
was adopted to orientate Malaysian 
soldiers in conventional warfare tac- 
tics. “Gonzales X11l° was according 
to the Commander of the Eighth 
Brigade, Brig. Gen. Mohamed Ali 
bn Dollah, the first such exercise 
which centred on individual per- 
formance and was carried out batta- 
hon by battalion. The exercise 
assessed the combat readiness of 
the troops in conventional warfare 
and a panel of senior officers obser- 
ved the performance. The intensive 
training required the soldiers to be 
thorough and familiar with the 
manoeuvres. The ‘Gonzales Xill' 
exercise was different from the 
previous exercises of the series. 
These exercises and the ‘Pahiawan' 
exercises would be held from time 
to time. Malaysian soldiers have 
been well trained in anti-guerilla 
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warfare which had enabled them to 
break the backbone of the Commu- 
nist terrorists. They now go full 
swing into conventional warfare 
tactics until they become thorough- 
ly skilled for combat. 

As part of the expansion of the 
forces, the Defence Ministry had 
been allocated M$46.5 million for 
18 projects in Sarawak, East Malay- 
sia; new barracks and office build- 
ings besides others would be built. 

At the current stage of armed 
forces build-up, the government has 
also thought it fit to provide mili- 
tary parts manufacture and assemb- 
ly facilities as back-up services. 

A defence industry is slowly tak- 
ing shape in Malaysia and among 
the first establishments are the 
RMAF's Aircraft Overall Depot 
or Airod and the manufacturing 
unit for small arms. Other support 
equipment will be produced later. 

The Airod at Subang is a high- 
technology maintenance centre 
which the Prime Minister, Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamed, who is 
also Defence Minister, said, has the 
potentials to eventually become an 
exraft assembly and _ servicing 
centre. 

Not only in weapons, but in lo- 
gistics support as well, has it been 
found that the armed forces need 
to use modern technology. And a 
computerised system of keeping 
efficient and accurate back-up 


By 1986 it is intended to com- 
pletely computerise the armed 
forces logistics support to provide 
effective accountable services for 
the Army, Air Force and Navy, in 
view of the expansion. 

The present system, modified 
and adopted from the British has 
become outdated and not suitable 
for jungle warfare, according to the 
chef of Armed Forces Logistics 
Staff, Maj. Gen. Datuk Hassan 
Salleh. 




















The General said that the recent 
Gonzales’ series of war exercises 
and the Public Accounts Commit- 
tee inquiries had revealed several 
drawbacks and loopholes in the 
accountability and management of 
the armed forces logistics support 
services. 

He felt it is humanly impossible 
to keep manual track of the whole 
inventory comprising 500,000 item 
heads worth more than a M$100 
milion stored at the Batu Canto- 
nment camp in Kuala Lumpur 
alone. 

The Army has already taken the 
initiative to computerise records 
with the use of rented mini com- 
puters to keep track of its inven- 
tory and the Air Force and Navy 
are expected to follow suit this 
year. 

But rented mini computers are 
only a temporary measure, while 
steps are being taken to acquire the 
armed forces own computers. 

A pre-feasibility study has been 
completed by a group of interna- 
tional consultants from the US and 
Britain in 1980 to identify areas for 
data processing. 

A final in-depth study on compu- 
terisation would be undertaken this 
year before the computers are pur- 
chased. 

Computer technology will speed 
up despatch of equipment and in- 
ventory to the fighting units on the 
front line, unlike in the past when 
personnel had to get back to the 
bases for additional supplies. 


























Malaysian Armed Forces Strength 


Population: 14,350,000 

Military Service: Voluntary 

Total armed forces personnel: 102,000 

Estimated Gross National Product (GNP) 1979: US$19.6 billion 

Defence expenditure 1981: 5.13 billion (Malaysian dollars) (US$2.25 billion) 
US$1 = 2.28 ringgit (1981); 2.22 ringgit (19 


ARMY: 90,000 (110,000 planned) 

1 Corps, 4 divisional headquarters 

12 infantry brigades (one more to be formed), consisting of 34 infantry battalions, 
3 Recce, 4 Artillery, 1 Armoured Personnel Carrier regiments, 2 Anti- Aircraft Batteries 
1 Special Service Unit, 5 Engineer, 5 Signals Regiments and administrative units. 

140 Panhard M-3 armoured, 60 Ferret scout cars; AT-105, 200 V-100/-150 Comman- 
do, Panhard M-3 APC; 12 5.5 inch guns, 92 Model 56 105 mm pack howitzers; 81 mm 
mortars; M-20 89 mm Rocket Launchers; 5 120 mm Recoilles lsunchers; SS-11 Anti- 
tank Guided Weepon, 35 40 mm Anti-aircraft guns. 


RESERVES: Territorial Army 50,000 





NAVY: 6,000 (being exp wnded further) 
2 Frigates: 1 Yarrow with Seacat Surface-to Air (SAM) missiles, 1 Type-41. 
8 Fast Attack Craft (FAC(M) with Exocet surface-to-surface missiles (SSM); 4 Spica, 


| 4 Perdana class, 6 Jerong FAC(G). 
_ 22 large patrol craft: 4 Kedah, 4 Sabah, 14 Kris. 


5 ex-British Ton coastal mines 


| 3 ex-US 511-1152 landing ships, tanks (LST). 


1 support ship. 
On order: 2 missile frigates, 6 Fast Attack Craft (Patrol), 4 minehunters. Bases at 
Woodlands, Singapore (Johore Straits), Labuan (Sabah), Lumut (Perak). 


RESERVES: 1,000 


AIR FORCE: 6,000 (being expanded); some 37 combat aircraft. 

2 Fighter Ground Attack Squadrons with 13 F-SE, 4 F-SF, 2 F-SBs. 

maw squadrons with 15 CL-41G Tebuans (To be replaced by 
hawk A-4s). 

1 Maritime reconnaissance squadron with 3 PC-130H. 

2 transport helicopter squadrons with 37 S61A, 2 liaison squadrons with 20 Alouette 

111. 

4 transport/liaison squadrons: 1 with 6 C-130H; 1 with 

2 HS-125, 2 F-28, 12 Cessna 402B; 2 with 15 DHC-4A. 

2 training squadrons: 1 with 15 Bulldog 102 aircraft; 1 with 9 Bell 47, 

4 UH-1H helicopters. 

Air-to Air Missiles: Sidewinder. 

On order: 88 A-4 FGA (some 60 to be operational, 20 plus for spares), 

2 RF-SE reconnaissance, 4 CASA NC-212 Aviocar aircraft; 

Super Sidewinder air-to-air missiles. 

Para “litary Forces: 90,000. 19,000 Police Field Force; 21 bns (incl 2 Aboriginal, 

Shoriand SB-301 APC, 40 patrol boats. Customs and Excise: (On order: 6 32-metre 

patrol craft) People's Volunteer (RELA), over 350,000. 
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ADMINISTRATION ADVISED NOT TO POSTPONE DEMOCRACY 





Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 8 Apr 82 pp 5-6 


[Editorial: “Democracy Without Tears") 


[Text } ADDRESSING the second se- 
ssion of the Federal Advisary 
Council, the CMLA-President set 
out with deliberate care to end 
the confusion caused by spe- 
culate cxpectations— raised am- 
ong others by Khawaja Muha- 
mmad Safdar. FAC Chairman 
—that the aborted and twice- 
postponed general ciection was 
imminent. Outlining his pre- 
sent priorities, Gen. Zia said that 
the mmportant task before him 
and his colleagues was not the 
transfer of power through clec- 
tions—but the evolution of an 
Islamic polity. As and when a 
new constitutional frame-work 
had been finalized, it would be 
promulgated with the approval 
of the Advisory Council. There- 
after, he promised. the politi- 
cians and the Press would be able 
to play thew proper role in na- 
tional affairs. If is not quite 
clear which body or bodics 
shoulder the responsibility for 
devising an Islamic: constitutional 
plan: nor whether and to what 
extent it will be based on the 
still extant, but abated, 1973 
constitution: nor has any hint 
been given to indicate when it 
will be lard before the expectant 
people. The fact that ut will 
reeenwe the stamp of approval 
irom the nomimated Council has 


litth real relevance. for in the 
last analysis, irrespective of its 
merits of demerits, the plan's 
feasibility will depend on its 
acceptance by the people and 
their willingness to travel along 
the new path as yet unmarked 
and unknown to them. 

With regard to the revival of 
political activity, removal of all 
curbs on the Press. and the hokd- 
ing of Open clections, the CMLA- 
President s views on all these mat- 
ters seem to have acquired grea- 
ter definiteness and some ngidi- 
ty He feels, with a strongly- 
expressed aversion, that in Pak- 
istan politics merely means agita- 
tion, mectings and processions, 
and that such activity can only 
lead to disruption and conflict 
It is. of course, true that by it- 
self agitational politics do not 
improve the country’s political 
health, and that this requires, 
among other things, a sound 
political organisation down to 
the village and mohalla levels and 
carnest cfforts to gain popular 
support not on the basis of emp- 
ty slogans but sensibly-devised 
programmes. This process must 
begin as soon as the blanket ban 
on political activity is lifted. 
However. the edministration sh- 
ould keep mm mind that even in 
mature countrics like Britain and 

















America, mectings. rallies and 
processions are regarded as part 
of normal political functioning 
and are rarely interfered with 
except when violence is threate- 
ned or feared. Even if it is con- 
ceded that the situation in Pak- 
istan will take some time to 
reach the required maturity, 
there should really be no objec- 
tion to non-agitational political 
activities, so that the various 
parties can ready themselves and 
the people to exercise their 
democratic rights in a manner 
that will best serve the country’s 
interests 

As for the continuing restric- 
tions on the Press, Government's 
explanation is simple: it ts argued 
that when political activities 
are banned the reporting of poli- 
tical non-events is both meaning- 
less and unjustified. The answer 
that the ban on politics has 
lasted too long and should now 
de removed, or that anyhow the 
debate on political issues must 
not only be allowed but encour- 
aged, has apparently not convin- 
ced Authority to change its 
declared policy of slow gradual- 
ness. It is also said that Govern- 
ment welcomes positive criticism 
and that it does not intend to 
place restrictions on responsiblic 
newspapers but merely on the 
irresponsible section of the Press 
which flouts the norms of vera- 
city and decency merely in order 
to improve the circulation of 
newspapers. However, it retains 
the right to decide what ts posi- 
tive and responsible. It has also 
been implied that political lca- 
ders arc mostly paper tigers who 
sevk to inflate their importance 
through repetitious Press state- 
ments, that if the undeserved 
publicity they hanker for was 
denied to them. they would 
revert to a state of somnam- 
‘bulance, and also that they are 
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hungry for power and their solc 
aim in clamouring for democracy 
is a return to the seats of power 


These may 
well be the goals of some poli- 
tical leaders, but we have a large 
number and varicty and surcly 
this description does not fit all 
of them. In any case, the winds 
of democracy will certainly sepa- 
rate the grain from the chaff and 
the people will discard elements 
that are seen to be worthless or 
selfish. In the absence of such a 
process of sifting, their intent 
and programmes cannot be vet- 
tec and the noise made by those 
who should be spurned by the 
people merely adds to the din 
and contusion. 

With regard to elections, it 
has been said by all Government 
spokesmen that the domestic si- 
tuation and the international 
dangers confronting Pakistan do 
not allow the country to under- 
take a free-for-all political tussle, 
that the clection campaign would 
create tensions, worsen the law- 
and-order situation, and possibly 
open the door for alien forces to 
try and influence the results in 
their favour. Efforts have becn 
made to convince Authority that 
the consequences it fears are all 
avoidable. Some political parties 
have gone so far as to suggest 
that they are prepared to go in 
for a meaningful election even 
without a campaigning period In 
any case. the difficulties listed 
should not be an insuperable 
obstacle. and the rules can be 
such that the clection will re- 
main a_ civilized cxercise in 
democratic consultation. As for 
the fear of forcign influence, 
the best safeguard against this 
risk is to place trust and confi- 
dence in our people who are, 
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despite the lack democratic ex- 
perience and widespread illite- 
racy. gifted with sufficient politi- 
cal consciousness and awareness 
to ensure that the representatives 
they choose will serve and pro- 
tect the national interests 

Lastly, Government's recipe 
for what may be called demo 
cracy without tcars is still so 
vague and nebulous that is diffi- 
cult to hazard an opinion on how 
the system will work. Some pro- 
posals made recently, particular- 
ly by self-appointed constitu- 
tional advisers, create the fear 
that these gentlemen merely scek 
to prolong the status quo by giv- 
ing it a thin democratic facade. 
Whatever the Government's de- 
sign, we hope its emergence will 
not be delayed for too long, be- 
cause the factors that dictate 


‘that we should move forward 


cautiously also demand that we 
should not continue to mark 
time, and above all that the 
direction we take must be under- 
stood by the people and obtain 
their sanction. 


2h, 











SERIOUS THREATS TO ZIA REGIME ANALYZED 


New Delhi INDIA TODAY in English 30 Apr 82 p 81 


[Article by Dilip Bobb: 


[Text ] 


DURING a traditio- 
nal little ceremony last 
fortnight in General 
Dynamic’s sprawling 
plant in Fort Worth, 


Texas, the rakish fuselage of a gleaming new 


F-16 fighter was painted with the Pakistan 
Air Force insignia in the presence of 
Pakistan's man in Washington. Licutenant- 
General Ejyab Aziz. The event. however, 
must have offered scant comfort to Pakistan 
President Zia-ul-Hag, back in Islamabad. 
Suddenly, the external threat to Pakistan, 
whether real or imaginary, had paled con- 
siderably in comparison tO &@ more im- 
mediate. and certainly more tangible, threat 
building up at home 

Zia 18 NO stranger to internal threat but 
there was a certain malevolence and finality 
in the latest one that has not been in evidence 
before Above all, it was u threat that 
matenalised from a bewildering variety of 
directions. In Karachi, last month, for the 
first tume since Zia assumed power almost 
five years ago. leaders of eight outlawed 
political parties met clandestinely in an un- 
disclosed location to hammer out a common 
strategy for the eventual transfer of power 

Barely a week later. they met again, 
openly this time, at a two-hour luncheon 
mecting in Karachi at the home of Maulana 
Ahmed Noorani, leader of the banned nght- 
wing Jamait-1-Ulema Pakistan (up). The 
meeting was significant for more than just 
the fact that m was naked oefiance of the 
martial law ban on political activity. For 
one. invitations to the luncheon meeting had 
also been eatended to leading journalists in 
the city For another. two of the parties 
represented, the sup and the Pir Pigaro-led 
Mushm League (pw) had so far refused to 
youn the six-party alhance collectively known 
as the map (Movement for the Restoration 
of Democracy) led by Begum Nusrat 


"A Coming Confrontation"] 


Bhutto’s Pakistan People’s Party (Ppp). 
Bricfing newsmen during the meeting. 
Noorani announced that his party was now 
willing to join hands with any other party. 
including the ppp. which believes in the 
restoration of democracy in Pakistan. 

Crackdown: Zia's response to that par- 
ticular threat was predictable. A massive. 
country-wide crackdown, particularly in 
Punjab and Sind, on known political ele- 
ments of the alliance. The crackdown was 
essenually a pre-emptive bid against a ma- 
ssive anti-martial law rally planned in Kar- 
achi on Pakistan Day. The rally site in 
Karachi was surrounded with barbed wire 
and a huge complement of policemen en- 
sured that the rally was aborted. But the 
message was painfully clear; the growing 
impatience with Zia’s oft-repeated, and oft- 
cancelled, promises to hold early elections 
was turning into ugly anger. And it was an 
anger that was evident in almost every major 
city in the country. 

In Peshawar, police fired tear gas ard 
lathi-charged thousands of protestors m 
what was the first significant street demo- 
nstration in Pakistan after political meetings 
were banned almost three years ago. In 
Lahore, Pakistan's second-largest cit) 
strong-arm tactics by police managed to 
break up the demonsiration by thousands o! 
schoolteachers demanding higher pay bu 
only after at least SO demonsirators had been 
senously injured. The demonsiratvion was 
held in open defiance of the martial law ban 
on public protest. Three days later. another 
similar demonsiration by teachers in 
Islamabad, the capital, was pre-empted by 
the arrest of the protest leaders 


Simultaneously, student unrest exploded ac- 
ross universities, many of them violent. 
leading to yet another indefinite shut down 
of colleges. And, in Larkana. at least 10.000 
people from all over the country gathered in 
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sullen silence at the grave of the execuicd 
prime minister, Zulfikar Al Bhutto. That the 
Government had no desire to interfere was 
evident by the fact that his daughier. 
Benazir, was conducted to the sie by an 
armed escort from Ainrurtaza prison near 
Islamabad, where she is under arrest. 

The generah mood of defiance was tell- 
ingly reflected last fortmight m the press 
features on Pakistan Day. Almost all news- 
papers carned gloomy, imtrospective pieces 
on the state of the nation and underlying 
them all was a powerful note of pessimism 
Though not directly stated, the unspoken 
message was a clear indictment of the mi- 
litary tegime and its failure to keep ‘ts 
manifold promuses. 

Zia reacted im the only way hic 
knows — blustering threats against th: press 
and the Opposition. He remmposed the 
partially-lifted censorship laws end in a 
typical urade, threatened the press with all 
the gracelessness of a classroom oully. “I can 
close all the papers tomorrow for five years 
and nothing will happen. Y ou can organise 
rallies and | will get you arrested.” he 
stormed a! a group of msewsmen in 
Islamabad 

On the Opposition threat. bis reaction 
was equally predictable and about as subile 
as a sledge-hammer. Individual warnings in 
writing were delivered to cach of the 
opposition leaders. including Begum Nusrat 
Bhutto by police-escorted messengers The 
warning against holding political meeting. 
and taking out processions followed his 
categorical statement in Islamabad that a 
general election was out of question He 
made it clear that he intended to stay in the 
saddie till his “mission™ was completed. The 
Statement was nothing new but the situation 
certainly was. In the statement, Zia admitied 
that widespread unrest in universities, both 
among students and teachers, heightened 
political activity in defiance of marual law 
and acts of “subversion” had created a 
dangerous situation. But in the coming con. 
frontation, the greatest danger its undoub 
tedly to Zia himself 
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DISAGREEMENT VOICED OVER PRESIDENT'S VIEWS ON PRESS 


Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 8 Apr 82 p 34 


[Text } 


In his address to the annual session 
of the All-Pakistan Newspapers So- 
ciety, President General Mohammad 
Ziaul Hag has complained that crime 
news are given so much prominence by 
the newspapers that the common man 
Starts fec!ing hunsclf insecure. . . . 

But the fundamental reality 
is that the crime rate has increased and 
hair-raising occurrences have become 
more frequent At present hardly ten 
per cent of the crime is reported by 
the newspapers It is possible to ima- 
gine the kind of reaction if 20 per cent 
of the crime, instead of ten per cent, 
were to be reported... L.stead of 


making the oewspapers a target of 
criticism, this state of affairs should 
make the authorities ponder. 

The demand’ of society's moval 
reform and training are no doubt 
important But leniency for and over- 
looking of the elements that have 
taken to crime as a profession and 
have, for various reasons, become su 
daring that taking the law into their 
own hands has become a routine with 
them, only increases their daunt- 
lessness. So much so that their existe- 
nce becomes a curse on society which 
cannot be dealt with by not publishing 
the crime news It is only through 
quickest possible punishment of crimi- 
nals that this evil can be reduced to 
the extent that people will not only 
enter thei homes in peace but security 
of the sanctity of chadar and chardi- 
wari will become a pleasant part of 
their everyday experience and obser- 
vation.-NAWA-I-WAQT, April 1. | 
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SOCIETY is shaped by the inter- 
play of people’s congregation, their 
collective consciousness and attitude. 
It is the people who made socicty and 
in their meanings the two words are 
interchangeable Therefore. if in the 
President's latter statement the word 
‘society’ is replaced with ‘people’, the 
contradiction between the two state- 
iments of the President will become 
manifest. and it will be realised that 
the President's own mind on the sub- 
ject is not clear. And we are at a loss 
to understand what he wishes to say. 
The President has also said how it is 
possible that while people live in the 
20th century the newspapers should 
be in the 21st century. If this is indeed 
impossible, then how does the Presi- 
dent expect that instead of the’ people 
guiding the newspapers, the newspa- 
pers should guide the people. If it is 
a prerequisite to newspapers’ freedom 
that first society should make progress 
and the newspapers should get frec- 
dom corresponding to the progress 
made by society, then the news- 
papers will lag behind society. That is, 
newspapers will follow people; people 
will not follow newspapers Jt is only 
through freedom that newspapers can 
push society forward. If newspapers 
get treedom after sucicty’s progress, 
then they cannot play any role in guid- 
ing and developing society. To our 
mind this confusion lies in the mind of 
the Secretary who wrote the Presi- 
dent's specch and not in the Presi- 
dent's -JASARAT, April ] 
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"URGENT ATTENTION’ TO TEACHERS’ PROBLEMS URGED 


Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 8 Apr 82 p 34 


[From the ‘Between the Lines" column: 


[Text } 


The situation seems to have reached 
the classic catch 22 stage On the one 
side, Government spokesmen at vari- 
ous levels have expressed their readi- 
ness to consider the teachers’ demands 
sympathetically and begin negotia- 
tions—if the strike is called off. Inan 
effort to persuade the teachers to do 
so, it has been announced that teach- 
ers who absent themselves without 
leave will not be paid their salaries, 
and those who do not return to their 
class-rooms by April 15 will face dis- 
missal. On the other hand, the teach- 
ers’ representatives are eager and 
willing to negotiate, but seem deter- 
mined that the boycott of classes will 
be continued until their basic demands 
are met and a clearcut agreement has 
been reached. As long as this deadlock 
continues, the dislocation in studies 
will do a great deal of harm to lakhs of 
students. 


Underpaid, overworked 


Whatever may be said about the 
timing of the teachers agitation, the 
fact is undeniable that teachers at all 
levels of our rickety educational 
framework—from primary schools to 
the. universities—are under- 


"Teachers' Problems" ] 


paid and, quite often, ver-worked: 
nor are they accorded the status which 
is their due. Palpably such disregard 
of their just rights contributes greatly 
to the steady deterioration of stand- 
ards and values in the field of educa- 
tion. 

Therefore, the teachers’ side of the 
story must be heard with full atten- 
tion. Goaded by the continuous pre- 
ssure of rising prices, their pathetic 
Coed and their petitions 


d,- 
hopes, therefore, that earnest efforts 
will be made to deal with the unhappy 
situation—not by using the usual me- 
thods to break the strike but by end- 
ing it through elimination of its root 
cause 
The cause is well known and quite 
simple to grasp. A vast majority of the 
nearly two lakh teachers employed in 
Punjab’s rural schools of various 
categories start with a miserable salary, 
and their increments and allowances 
are niggardly. For example, the low- 
est cadre of teachers, described as 
PTC, get a starting wage of Rs. 350/- 
p.m With today’s high cost of living, 


In addition to this, they 
get a dearness allowance that is always 
lagging behind the cost-of-living index 
After this miserable start, the PTC gets 
an increment of Rs 12 per year, 
and Rs. 14/- when he is allowed to 
cross the efficiency bar. The scales of 
pay in the upper grades are not very 
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much better, and even the senior- 
most merely get No 17 of the Nation- 
al Pay Scales It is patent that these 
grades of pay and allowances are who- 
lly insufficient and need to be raised 
immediately in order to save the tea- 
chers-from chronic penury and prevent 
them from seeking ‘extras’ through 
tuition or other part-time employ- 
ment 


Paucity of funds 


The paucity of funds is said to be 
the main hindrance to the acceptance 
of demands that are admitted on all 
sides to be reasonable The obvious 
answer is that funds must be found 
through an adjustment of priorities. 
The rmment'’s present total allo- 
cation for education is well below the 
standard stipulated by international 
experts for helping developing coun- 
tries like Pakistan to overcome their 

resent backwardness. toy ye alien 

irectives, it is seen that the oft-pro- 
claimed austerity drive has had little 
impact on cutting down expenditure 
on maintaining an ostentatious style 
of governance which the country 
cannot afford. Consider the expendi- 
ture on limousines for top bureaucrats 
or their foreign trips Continued waste 
can only perpetuate want. And, with- 
out seeking to bring in a political 
argument into the question of giving 
our teachers a reasonable living wage, 
it could be said that the expenditure 
on the various advisory councils could 
be put to better use by diverting it 
to the Education Department Even 
apart from these or similar items, 
there is ample scope for reducing 
unnecessary government expenditure 
and finding funds for coping with 
what is a vital national task. There 
has been much talk of spreading 
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literacy, so that before long most of 
our can be taught to read and 
wnite ile this is certainly essential, 
the more immediate task is to ensure 
that those among our children Who get 
the privilege of going through school 
are at least able to become literate by 
the time they are near matriculation. 
This can be achieved only if the teach- 
ing community is treated with greater 


The real problem 


A esman of the Punjab Educa- 
tion rtment has said that the 
teachers’ strike—which never really 
took place—is fizzling out, and that 
only a handful of persons are out to 
make trouble. Those who know the 
situation better will disagree on both 
counts The teachers demands are 
fair, and apparently no mischief and 
trouble-making are involved in their 
agitation for a living wage. At the same 
time, reports published by newspapers 
that are not undully sympathetic to 
the teachers’ cause reveal that in the 
rural areas a large number of school- 
teachers are not working. However, 


‘this controversy is not very important 


Irrespective of whether the strike has 
been successful, and even if the long 
arm of Authority can compel the 
teachers to abandon it, the real pro- 
blem remains and should be dealt with 
immediately. (It is significant that the 
Education Department has had either 
to say about the merits of their de- 
mands). Nor does this stipulation 
apply only to primary-school teachers 
in the rural areas. It is equally rele- 
vant to teachers of all categories in 
schools, colleges and universities 
Those at the highest level in Govern- 
ment must, therefore, give this matter 


their most urgent attention. 











SELF HELP IN DEFENSE STRESSED 


Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 15 Apr 82 p 14 


[Excerpt] 


The new Foreign Minister, Sahib- 
zada Yaqub han, too, made his debut 
in the Shoora. Besides, he held a get- 
to-gether at the Foreign Office to meet 
the journalists as we oe top officials 
of his and the Information Ministry 
and seized the opportunity to elabo- 
rate what the President said about 
the American offer for bases and 
stockpiling of American arms in 
Pakistan. 

He explained that “certain persons” 
not belonging to the American Admi- 
nistration came to visit the President 
who suggested the idea and were told 
that the proposition was out of 
question. 


“Certain persons” 


No newsman seems to have asked 
who these “certain visitors” were. 

The Foreign Minister also dispelled 
doubts abeut the American experts 
forecast of the next world (nuclear) 
war breaking out from Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, and not from Europe. 
The Minister told Karachi's Bhopali 
in the Shoora that there was no gro- 
und for alarm that Pakistan could be- 
come the theatre for any confronta- 
tion between the super-Powers 

One wonders if it has not already 
got entangled into one. 
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Back in "71, we were ¢ ing the 
American fleet to come to our in 
what is now Bangladesh. Not to men- 
tion other examples from the Middle 
and Far East and Africa. 

By the way American Ambassador 
to India, Harry G. Barnes, has refuted 

j that American arms 
would ultimately be used against India 
as they were not of much strategic 
value in the c+ saya Hopman 
moutntainous border 

He also denied that U.S. was seek- 
ing bases in Pakistan. 

It will be recalled that it took the 
Russians 60 long years to cross the 
Oxus (as, it is said, in their quest for 
warm waters that lap the shores of 
Mekran). 

Uniess they consolidate their posi- 
tion in Afghanistan, there is little like- 
lihood of their moving further down. 
Even if they take the “foolish” step, 
the entire free world would be behind 
Pakistan. 

But ther- is more likelihood of 
India trying to take which she claims 
belongs to her. And hence her re- 
luctance to sign a no-war pact with 
Pakistan. 

If Pakistan is attacked, there is no 
one to change the direction of its 
planes and guns. The country has to 
defend itself, observers say. 
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OFFICIAL PROTECTION FOR QUAIDE AZAM'S NAME OPPOSED 


Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 15 Apr 82 p 7 


[From the ‘Between the Lines' column: “Protecting the Quaid"] 


[Text] SEEMINGLY in keeping with the 
iti fostered his 

demise—of paying him ritual homage 

princi- 


Z.A. Suleri has submitted a reso- 
lution to the nominated Advisory 
Council (in itself a matter of some 
irony considering the subject's known 
views on democracy) ing that 
the name and person of Quaid-e-Azam 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah “must be kept 
above all political controversy and 
that nothing should be allowed to be 
said either verbally or in print which 
would in any way, directly or indirec- 
tly, detract from or derogate his hi 
status, position and achievements”. 
kt has also been recommended that 
the Government should take an appro- 
priate legislative measure, which means 
issuing an Ordinance, in this behalf. 
The move typifies the approach which 
has in the past sought to bowdlerise 
his speeches and statements, so that a 
selected authorised version could be 
used to serve aims and interests to 
which the Quaid was always o»posed. 


Honest research 


Most people, however, hold a con- 
trary opinion. They believe that all 
that the Quaid said and wrote should 
not only be made available so that it 
can be widely read, but that it should 


design into practice. 


ing of the problems faced 
ple of Pakistan—before 


; 
£, 
8. : 


idol. Quaid was 
controversy; he revelled in political 
debate and used it to further the cause 
of his people. It is also undeniable 


that his place in history is guaranteed 
by the quality of his leadership, his 
achievements, and his stature as a man 
and politician His greatness is so out- 
standing that it does not require the 
protection of a wall of silence If 
during .the writing of our history, 
which he did so much to mould, some 
of his decisions are questioned or criti- 
cised, this cannot take away one jot 
from his accomplishments or diminish 
the he has found in the hearts 
of the people Therefore, instead of 
= pe to clamp down on a discussion 
of issues of recent history, from which 
the Quaid’s name cannot be excluded, 
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be freely exp-essed, and a judgemeni 
reached on the basis of facts, not any- 
one’s present predilections Of course, 
the Quaid’s person should not be the 
subject of malign gossip or evil imputa- 
tions, but to prevent malicious nwd- 
slinging no resolutions or laws are 
necessary. It would be a sad day if 
they were needed—and then they 
would serve little purpose To consider 
an Indian example, the campaign of 
vilification lauched against Jawaharlal 
Nehru, including vicivus personal 
attacks, has not reduced his stature or 
the respect in which he is held by the 
Indian . And without any atte- 
a YS Indian a to 
campaign, it has fizzled out. 
The Pakistan Government - 
would be well advised to ignore 
the Suleri resolution even if the 
FAC adopts it unthinkingly, so 
that attempts to monopolise the 
Quaid by a narrow section of 
opinion can again be defeated, 
and Mohammad Ali Jinnah’s life 
and work can continue to guide 
the nation to its future destiny. 
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Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 8 Apr 82 pp 29-30 


[Article: 


[Text ] 


"The Noose of News" ] 


President Zia-ul-Hag 
was polite when he told a gat 
in Karachi gorging itself on an A 
(All Pakistan Newspapers Society) 
dinner, that journalists should seek 
guidelines within the framework of the 
national situation. 


extent in their pursuit - 
ship as to cancel the actuality which, 
after all, ts bearable He said ‘hat 
journalists were leaders (sic') who 
should not go sniffing in the wake of 
the misdirected procession of wu 
readers but actually lead them, not 


read but what they ought to read. 
Seldom know 


very few of them 
are really qualified to be journalists. 
They seldom have opinion, they care 
lutle for investigation that may res- 
uli in their coming into possession of 
information, they seldom know how 
tu write and, while reporting, they 
pander to and confirm the ugiicst 
prejudices rife in our society A raped 
and murdered woman will get pictorial 
coverage for weeks and the write-up 
will relentlessly hint at prostitution 
in order to mitigate the crime of the 
male rapist Once the crime is 
adjudicated in the court of law, the 
same reporter who showed such in- 
dustry in the carler stage will fight shy 
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, Or, simply trying to wan- 
which hecan sell and make 

money 

There is no journalism in Pakistan 

How can there be journalism im a 
country where mass litc'acy ts bare 
20 per cent? At partition in 1947, 
we already had 16 per cent literacy 
In more than £0 years, alicr much 
ope educational policies, we 

aovanced by four per cent. In our 
past Five-Year Plans the 


ha 
z 


itself while the 
with scores of lakhs of rupees, the 
schools are mostly in a disgusting state 
of disrepaw The national drop-out 


percentage at the level is 60 
—— for boys and 90 per cent for 
pris. 


Our newspapers make money from 
advertisements and the State is the big- 
gest client in this sector There is tim. 
ply not money for the workers 
after the jonaire who owns the 
paper has taken out his expenses and 
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population of re>-'ers 
What «ill Sulen do? 
1 wonder how Mr Suleri, our lead- 


not what they want to read but that 
which they ought to be reading © 


Why is i that an excess of news 
becomes a noose to suffocate us’ In 
England and America, this excess is 
absorbed by imstitutions and no one 
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takes it personally On the other hand. 
we tend to progress towards a point 
where no news is news and an 
absolute absence of news seems to be 
the ideal situation It is our bad luck 
that once we reach that ideal situation. 
rumours begin entirely to take over 
the funcnon of news Like a tired 
Sisyphus we have to fall back again 
and again on newspapers and those 
pumps. the journalists. In Pakistan 
everyone is a bureaucrat or a bureau 
crat manque. J should all be 
snade mto burcaucrats, then, as m the 
Trius: papers, there will bc no news to 
dciail the sense of security of 3 popu- 
launon the hardly reads what passes 
for a newspaper In that ideal situa- 
tion. Mr Suleri end writers of his ik 
can endeavour sincerely to write not 
what the government wants to read 
but that which it ought to read - 
JANUS 














ELECTIONS POSSIBLE ‘IF PRESS BEHAVES’ 


Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 8 Apr 82 p 13 


[Text] 


CSO: 


MIAN TUFAIL MOHAMMAD, 
Amir of the (defunct) Jamaat--islami, 
has said that the possibility of gencral 
elections exists and the present Gover- 
nment can hold clections at any time, 
“but it depends how sensibly the 
political parties, religious sects and 
the national Press behave” 

Addressing a Press coniercnce in 
Lahore on Monday before his depar- 
ture for Egypt, and after his meeting 
with CMLA-President Gen. Ziaul Hag, 
the Amw of Jamaat said that the 
policy of “confromation™ with the 
present Government could endanger 
uur survival as a nation. “Our army 
and military rulers are more civilised 
and sensible than armics and the rulers 
of other countries, and we should try 
to understand the present Govern- 
ment's point of view and must convey 
our viewpoint to them in a friendly 
manner, Maulana Tufail added 

The present Government. Mian 
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Tufail’ went on to say, was not afraid 
of clections, but wanted to restore 
democracy in the light of “te 
= of Islam”. He said that 

ng of elections could take one 
year or might be six years In fact, 
“all depends on the attitude of the 
Press and politicians”. 

Referring to his meeting with 
Gen. Zia, Maulana Tufail disclosed 
that he (Gen. Zia) expressed the app- 
rehension that if the policy of “ag 
tation” and “confrontation” was allo- 
wed to continue Pakistan might cease 


to exist as an independent State. 


Maulana Tufail expressed surprise 
over allegations by certain political 
circles that the Jamaat was arming its 
workers He said that the peuple who 
made such allegatiuns were in fact 


providing weapons to thew young 
workers for “subversive activities 





PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


HAYAT ON QUAID'S INTENTIONS--Sardar Shaukat Hayat, a prominent leader of 
defunct Muslim League said here today that Quaid-i-Azam wanted to make Pakistan 
a secular State as could be ascertained from some of his speeches. Talking to 
newsmen in Chichawatni, Sardar Shaukat said as a lawyer Quaid-e-Azam pleaded 
the case of Pakistan effectively. We (Quaid-e-Azam) clearly wanted to make 
Pakistan a secular State. He said there were very few ulema and Mushaikh in 
the Muslim League and some of them were paid workers. For example, Maulana 
Hamid Badayuni was a paid worker of the Muslim League, he said, and added 

that a large number of Ulema, including Maulana Maudoodi and Maulana Hussain 
Ahmed Madni, and all the religious parties were opposed to Muslim League. He 
said “sentimental youngmen like me joined the Muslim League thinking that 
Pakistan would be an Islamic social welfare State. But he regretted that the 
country never had democracy. [Text] [Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 8 Apr 82 p 
16) 


CONFRONTATION AT COLLEGE--A serious confrontation between the Students Union 
and the administration of Islami Degree College, Kasur, has threatened peace- 
ful atmosphere at the campus following the expulsion of some office-bearers 
of the union. Last week, the administration issued show-cause notices to six 
students asking them to appear before the College Council on April 14. [Text] 
[Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 8 Apr 82 p 16] 


WOMEN LAWYERS’ ORGANIZATION--Lady lawyers of the country have formed a 
separate organisation named as All Pakistan Women Lawyers Organisation. 
Announcing its constitution, Miss Gulshan Ara Alam, president of the organi- 
sation, told a news conference that the main object of the organisation would 
be “to ameliorate the professional and socio-economic conditions of lady law- 
yers, to widen their scope of absorption in various fields, particularly in the 
Judiciary as well as legal and administrative assignments." Citing from the 
Holy Quran, she maintained that women were at par with men and their share of 
responsibilities was no less. She said that the Organisation did not want to 
substitute men with women, but wanted to supplement the combined human effort 
for betterment of socio-economic conditions. Apart from the Quran, she con- 
tinued, the Constitution also provided for equality of citizens and there 
should be no discrimination on the basis of sex alone. She referred to Arti- 
cles 25 and %4 of the Constitution which ensured practical steps for full par- 
ticipation of women in all spheres of national life. Thus, our demands are 
within the four corners of Quranic conception as well as Constitutional provi- 
sions,” she added. The efforts of the Organisation, she said, were motivated 
with a high sense of patriotism, altruism and general social well-being, 
particularly of lady lawyers and, through their lead as a nucleus, the women 














community in general. Replying to a question, she said that quota for lady 
lawyers should be reserved in the National and Provincial Assemblies and 
Majlis-e-Shoora. [Text] [Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 15 Apr 82 p 9] 





PUNJAB UNIVERSITY UNEASY--The Punjab University reopened on Saturday after 
spring holidays but no academic work was possible because of the ongoing strike 
of teachers. The research staff of the University also did not attend to their 
assignments. The employees of the University also observed a token strike; 
thus, normal office work could not start before lunch-cum-prayer hours. The 
University was formally closed up to 1:30 pm. Meanwhile, the Pakistan College 
Teachers Association, a component organisation of the All Pakistan Teachers 
Federation, has regretted that the promotions of college teachers had been 
withheld for the last six years. In a Press release announcing its decision 

to join the indefinite strike from April 10, the PCTA said that, despite the 
Supreme Court's verdict in favour of the teachers in the nationalised cadre, 

no steps had yet been taken to promote them. The Association also regretted 
that issues like the grant of time scale, entitlement to pension from the date 
of appointment uniformity in allowances, increase in pay in proportion to 
dearness, remained unattended. The result was that there was great discontent- 
Ment among the teachers community, the Association said. [Text] [Lahore 
VIEWPOINT in English 15 Apr 82 p 12] 


RECOGNIZE SHLITE LAW--Allama Aqueel Turabi, a prominent Shia leader and Chief 
of Imamia Council of Pakistan, has urged the government to grant “constitu- 
tional recognition" to Fiqh Jafria (Laws of Shiite sect) as has been done in 
case of Fiqh Hanfia (Laws of Sunni sect). Addressing a Press conference in 
Rawalpindi the other day, Allama Aqeel said that Pakistan, in the past, was 
dismembered only because the people of its majority province had been denied 
their legitimate rights. He added that if now Fiqh Jafria was not given a 
"constitutional recognition," it might “endanger the integrity of the country." 
Millat-i-Jafria, he said, had played a leading role in the creation of Pakis- 
tan, but unfortunately for the last 34 years, "the community has been deprived 
of its genuine rights." This had led to a feeling of disappointment among 

the Shias, Allama Aqeel added. Throwing light on the formation of the Imamia 
Council, the Shia leader said that the main purpose was to convey the message 
of the Millat-i-Jafria to the present regime. The Council, Allama Aqeel said, 
did not have any connection with any political party. He, however, added that 
they would enter into a political alliance as and when they thought it was 
necessary. [Text] [Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 15 Apr 82 p 14] 


UNIVERSITY TEACHERS ON STRIKE--The teachers and the research staff of the Pun- 
jab University have also gone on strike for one week from April ll. According 
to a Press release of the Punjab University Academic Staff Association, the 
Vice-Chancellor was, “on one pretext or the other, putting off a solution of 
the problem," for which the Association had been pressing for three months. 
Meanwhile, the teachers of primary and secondary schools and colleges in Sind 
and Baluchistan have also joined in strike on April 11, to press for accept- 
ance of the demands of the Punjab Teachers Union. Maulana Abdul Ghaffar 
Chatfari, President of the Punjab Teachers Union, in a Press statement in La- 
hore, demanded immediate announcement of the recommendations of the meeting 
held on April 1 between the Union and the Federal Education Minister. He 
appealed to the teachers to be fully tolerant and patient. [Text] [Lahore 
VIEWPOINT in English 15 Apr 82 p 15] 
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RAILWAY WORKERS" PLEA--A largely-attended rally of Railway workers was held 
under the auspices of the Railway Workers Union and Railway Ingilabi Union in 
protest against dearness. The workers, hailing from Railway Workshops and 
Power Houses, were displaying placards which read: "End dearness," "Accept 
our demands," “Long live workers unity." The rally was addressed by Mirza 
Ibrahim, Wali Mohammad, President of RW, Jaffar Khan, President of Ingilabi 
Union, and Gulzar Ahmad Chaudhry, General Secretary of All-Pakistan Trade 
Union Federation. The speakers supported the demands of railway guards and 
urged the Government to pay sympathetic attention to their grievances. They 
expressed grave concern over the persistent rise in the prices of common 
commodities. For the ordinary workers, they said, life was becoming harder 
day by day. They urged the Government to take immediate steps to solve the 
problems of workers in the country. The other demands made by the meeting 
included immediate resumption of work at Servis Industry, allowance for Rail- 
way Shop clerks, provision of plots for railway workers and withdrawal of in- 
crease in Sui Gas rates. The rally also condoled the death of ex-Major Ishaq 
Mohammad and paid tributes to the late leader for his struggle to ensure a 
better life for the workers. [Text] [Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 15 Apr 82 
p 15] 





PUBLICATIONS FORFEITED--The Sind Government has forfeited all copies of PAKIS- 
TAN PEOPLE'S NEWSLETTER published from California, USA, saying that its January 
and February, 1982 issues contain material which is intended tw create hatred 
and disaffection against the present military regime in Pakistan. Similar 
orders were issued against an Urdu magazine NIDA-I-ISLAM published from Tehran, 
and weekly INQILAB published from London. [Text] [Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 
8 Apr 82 pp 15-16] 


BAR ASSOCIATION NOTICE--The Faisalabad Bar Association has, in an emergency 
meeting, decided to issue show cause notices to its four members, namely, 
Shafique Ahmad Butt, Mohammad Sadique Randhawa, Imtiaz Ahmad Gil and Saeed 
Ghazi. They have been directed to resign within fifteen days from the member- 
ship of Majlis-i-Shoora, otherwise they would lose the Bar membership. The 
President, Rana Muhammad Zafar, presided over the meeting. Two Federal Council 
members, Mr Shafique Butt and Sadique Randhawa, were also present at the meet- 
ing. Mr Shafique Butt and Sadique Randhawa, were also present at the meeting. 
Mr Shafique Butt, in his speech, declared the meeting against the Bar rules 

and that it had no right to pass any such directive. He allegedthat the Bar 
meeting decision was prejudiced. [Text] [Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 

8 Apr 82 p 16] 
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AMMUNITION PLANT PLANNED 


THALLAND 


Kuala Lumpur ASIAN DEFENSE JOURNAL in English Apr 82 pp 10, 11 


[Text] 
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Thailand's Defence Ministry is making 
preparations to build a 1,000 million baht 
TNT explosives and ammunition plant, 
according to informed military sources. 

A feasibility study is being conducted 
to determine the best types of materials 
and management for the project, which 
had been shelved for more than 10 years. 

The study which was started more 
than one-and-a-half years back is reaching 
completion. 

But the most important issue now fac- 
ing the Ministry is the huge investment 
capital required and the source of ad- 
vanced technology. The objective in 
building the ammunition plant is for the 
Thai Armed Forces to be able to rely on 
a domestic source of ammunition, which 
would make Thailand self-reliant in times 
of emergencies. 

Initially, the Thai government had 
considered purchasing a Korean plant 
worth about 984 million baht, but this 
plan was scrapped after some disagree 
ment over the terms of the deal. 


Rockets invented 
Meanwhile, the Royal Thai Air Force's 
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Arms Research and Development Office 
and the King Mongkut Institute of Tech- 
nology have succeeded in jointly invent- 
ing four types of rockets which were put 
on demonstration on the occasion of His 
Majesty the King’s birthday last Decem- 
ber. The demonstration took place in 
Lop Buri Province, presided over by 
Deputy Prime Minister, Gen. Serm na 
Nakorn. 

The first type, probably the most 
impressive one, has been named “Thanu 
Fah" (Sky Arrow), a surface-to-air 
missile which can reach 6,100 metres 
(20,000 feet). The second model has been 
called “Hao Fah 3” (Sky Cobra 3). In 
the demonstration, the rockets were fired 
from a stationary plane and travelled 
five kilometres. 

The third and fourth models have 
been named “E An” (Swallow) and 
“Chao Khun Taharn” respectively. The 
demonstration of the four models was 
considered a success. This successful 
invention has been judged by Thai 
officials involved as rendering benefit to 
national defence, | communications, 
science and education. 
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